Spontaneous middle-ear encephalocele: report of two cases and brief review.
We report two cases of middle-ear spontaneous (idiopathic) encephalocele in patients aged 69 and 82 years. To our knowledge the latter represents the oldest individual reported to have such a lesion. Microscopic examination shows a disorganized neuropil with reactive inflammatory changes and in one case, several cysts lined by simple cylindrical ciliated epithelium. Encephalocele must be included in the differential diagnoses of otorrhea and masses in the middle ear.